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CIVIL SOCIETY ENABLING
ENVIRONMENT

 M O N I T O R I N G  M A T R I X
BCSDN released the "Monitoring Matrix on Enabling
Environment for Civil Society Development" report for the
Western Balkans and Turkey in 2022. The report highlights key
CS challenges among which are restrictions on basic
freedoms and limited government-CSO cooperation. BCSDN
members Partners Albania, Civic Initiatives and TUSEV also
published the annual MM country reports.  

BCSDN members held workshops in Berlin and Podgorica to
revise and improve the Monitoring Matrix methodology by
reflecting on lessons learned from the 10-year
implementation and addressing contemporary issues and
challenges faced by CSOs in the region. The MM revisioning
process will continue in the coming months.

https://www.balkancsd.net/monitoring-matrix-on-enabling-environment-for-civil-society-development-regional-report-western-balkans-and-turkey-2022/
https://www.balkancsd.net/publications/monitoring-matrix-reports/
https://www.balkancsd.net/10-years-of-experience-bcsdn-reflects-on-and-improves-its-monitoring-matrix-toolkit/
https://www.balkancsd.net/bcsdn-conducts-second-workshop-on-monitoring-matrix-methodology-revision/


BCSDN took part in the EU TACSO events,
advocating for better recognition of WBT CSOs
role in the accession process. 

During the EU TACSO 3 event on CSO
Governance Community of Practice in
Belgrade, BCSDN EO Ms. Biljana Spasovska
discussed BCSDN efforts to promote CSO
accountability through various initiatives like
the Global Standard and BCSDN’s Code of
Conduct. 

Furthermore, BCSDN Policy and Advocacy
Coordinator, Ms. Anja Bosilkova-Antovska
presented the MM regional trends findings and
key recommendations for EU support to civil
society in the Enlargement countries at the EU
TACSO 3 CSO Forum in Podgorica. 

BCSDN organized advocacy
events in EU DG Near and the
European Parliament, emphasizing
the importance of CSOs in the EU
accession process. The events
showcased the latest monitoring
findings and fostered discussions
on how the EU can enhance
support for CS in promoting
democracy and accountable
governance. Furthermore, BCSDN
participated in the EESC Civil
Society Days 2023, where BCSDN
EO Ms. Biljana Spasovska and Ms.
Maja Stojanovic, the EO of
Gradjanske Inicijative, shared
valuable insights.

BRUSSELS
ADVOCACY 
 EVENTS

I look forward to continued exchanges
and cooperation with CSOs across
Europe, including BCSDN, as we work to
protect our shared values – including the
rule of law, democracy and fundamental
rights., Greens MEP, Ms. Delbos – Corfield.

ADVOCACY TOWARDS 
THE EU

BCSDN AT EU TACSO
EVENTS  

BCSDN provided its opinion on the IPA III
Multi-Country Action Document 2024. We
are highlighting the limitations of the
current consultation process with EU DG
Near and TACSO and advocating for
inclusive, structured, and effective
collaboration with the EU. 

BCSDN OPINION ON IPA III
CONSULTATIONS

https://www.balkancsd.net/bcsdn-eu-dg-near-workshop-going-back-to-the-roots-of-democracy-and-exploring-transformative-cs-power-in-eu-accession-process/
https://www.balkancsd.net/bcsdn-advocacy-on-empowering-civil-society-in-the-eu-western-balkans-and-in-the-european-parliament/
https://www.balkancsd.net/bcsdn-at-civil-society-days-2023-organized-by-eesc/
https://www.balkancsd.net/bcsdn-opinion-on-ipa-iii-consultations-a-need-for-inclusive-structured-and-effective-collaboration-process/


AML/CFT
BCSDN and ECNL hosted a
Regional Multi-stakeholder
Workshop on AML/CFT in Skopje,
bringing together FIUs, banks,
and CSOs’ representatives. The
workshop aimed to increase
their knowledge and
understanding of AML/CFT, as a
way to ensure the development
and implementation of
regulations that do not restrict
the legitimate work of CSOs and
contribute to a safer, more
secure society. Country
delegations agreed on next
steps for continued cooperation. 

The long-term regional
advocacy led to MONEYVAL
publishing a ministerial
Declaration and strategy,
providing increased support for
NPO engagement, including a
dedicated platform.

BCSDN collaborated with other CSOs on
Anti-money laundering/Countering
Financing of Terrorism (AML/CFT) efforts,
jointly sending a letter to the Council of
Europe regarding their recent report on
terrorism financing risks in the Western
Balkans and Türkiye, expressing their
concerns about the conclusions and
recommendations put forth in the report.

RESPONSE TO REGIONAL
AND GLOBAL CIVIL
SOCIETY TRENDS

www.balkancsd.net

https://www.balkancsd.net/csos-raise-concerns-to-council-of-europe-on-aml-cft-and-rally-support-for-action/
https://www.balkancsd.net/regional-aml-cft-workshop-in-skopje-multi-stakeholder-dialogue-and-cooperation-key-for-effective-policies-and-regulations-that-protect-civic-space/
https://www.balkancsd.net/regional-aml-cft-workshop-in-skopje-multi-stakeholder-dialogue-and-cooperation-key-for-effective-policies-and-regulations-that-protect-civic-space/
https://www.balkancsd.net/csos-raise-concerns-to-council-of-europe-on-aml-cft-and-rally-support-for-action/


BCSDN representatives
participated in a regional
discussion on SLAPPs as part of
the Engaged Democracy
Convention in Prishtina, organized
by the European Fund for the
Balkans (EFB). To follow up, an
online regional meeting will be
held in September 2023, to
discuss with relevant actors
working on SLAPPs what are the
main country issues and define
joint next steps.

BCNL and Civic Initiatives work on
SLAPP cases, providing training
and legal support for activists.

ANTI- SLAPPS
INITIATIVES

BCSDN published its position on FARA
initiatives in the region, raising concerns for
targeting foreign funded CSOs and civic
space obstructions. BCSDN and members
also endorsed the letter of concern and
opposition by CSOs from the EU to a
proposed ‘foreign interference’ directive as
part of the EU Democracy Defense Package.

As part of a regional
endeavor, country research
on SLAPPs will be
implemented by the end of
the year and followed-up
with a regional in-person
gathering in spring 2024.

FARA LAWS AND 
FOREIGN INTERFERENCE
DIRECTIVE

www.balkancsd.net

https://www.balkancsd.net/bcsdn-reaction-to-fara-initiatives-in-the-region-defending-democracy-will-defeat-democracy/
https://civilsocietyeurope.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/230-Civil-Society-Organisations-Statement-on-EU-Foreign-Interference-Law-7-2.pdf


BCSDN IN
REGIONAL AND
GLOBAL
INITIATIVES

BCSDN continued its long-term cooperation
with CIVICUS, contributing to the CIVICUS
Monitor. We actively monitored, gathered data,
and reported on freedom of association,
assembly, and expression in the countries of the
region, with support from some members. 

CIVICUS

CSO Partnership for
Development
Effectiveness (CPDE)

BCSDN's Network and Partnership Coordinator Ms. Marija
Vishinova Shemova participated in the Global Standard for
CSO Accountability Partnership Meeting in Nairobi, Kenya.
The meeting focused on establishing a governance
structure for the GS, finalizing rules and partner roles, and
electing GS Board members. 

BCSDN, as the Europe Secretariat for
CPDE, played a vital part in CPDE
activities. BCSDN's EO, Biljana Spasovska,
participated as CPDE Co-Chair in a joint
meeting in Parlis, where co-chairs and
steering committee members discussed
CPDE's context, responses, and upholding
effective development cooperation.
Additionally, Ms. Marija Vishinova, BCSDN's
Network and Partnership Coordinator,
attended the CPDE All-Country Meeting in
Paris to enhance understanding and
improve CPDE's country work for effective
development cooperation.

Global Standard for CSO
Accountability

ECNL Global Expert AML/CFT Hub
BCSDN representatives attended the Global Expert Hub on
AML/CFT workshop organized by ECNL focused on the use
of technology and security measures to address terrorism
and other civic space threats. Participants shared best
practices on topics including emerging technologies,
fintech, content moderation, and digital surveillance.

www.balkancsd.net

The Mobility Fund for CSOs in the Balkans is designed
to encourage collaboration, networking, and
knowledge sharing among CSOs and actors on CSO
development effectiveness, fostering cross-border
cooperation and learning.  CSOs/networks working
on CSO development effectiveness operating in the
Balkans and Europe are invited to apply.

MOBILITY FUND FOR CSOS

https://monitor.civicus.org/
https://www.balkancsd.net/dynamic-accountability-measures-discussed-at-global-standard-for-cso-accountability-partnership-meeting-in-nairobi/
https://www.balkancsd.net/bcsdn-at-cpde-all-county-meeting-paris/
https://www.balkancsd.net/bcsdn-at-the-global-aml-cft-workshop-unpacking-the-tech-security-drives-protecting-civic-space/
https://www.balkancsd.net/call-for-applications-the-mobility-fund-for-csos-from-the-balkans-region/#prettyPhoto


RACOP EVENTS
BCSDN facilitated regional
exchanges on enhancing CSO
dynamic accountability in the
Balkans through the Regional
Accountability Community of
Practice (RACoP) group. In the
first event, participants
discussed the challenges of
remaining "dynamically
accountable" in difficult times.

The second event focused on
how NGO partnerships can
support community-led
development in the Balkans. 

Join us in our actions
advancing our
accountability,
strengthening the civic
space, and building more
resilient communities in
the Balkans!
Express your interest at:
executiveoffice@
balkancsd.net 

CSO ACCOUNTABILITY

www.balkancsd.net

https://www.balkancsd.net/how-to-remain-dynamically-accountable-in-challenging-times-regional-accountability-community-of-practice-racop-first-thematic-event/
https://www.balkancsd.net/ngo-partnerships-and-community-led-development-driving-real-change-in-the-balkans/


REGIONAL CIVIL
SOCIETY HUB
Finalization of the first phase of the
Regional Civil Society Hub project 

Call for Ad Hoc Support

BCSDN Continues promoting more 
 Enabling CS Environment with the
Regional Civil Society Hub 

WB CSOs and Media Success stories

BCSDN successfully concluded the four-year Sida-funded Regional Civil Society
project, focusing on protecting the civic space. Leveraging our flagship product, the
Monitoring Matrix, we effectively advocated for a more enabling CS environment.
Strengthening CSOs' accountability efforts, the Regional Accountability Community of
Practice (RACoP) provided an open forum for discussion.

In the extension phase of the
Regional Civil Society Hub, BCSDN
opened a Call for Ad Hoc Support
to Research and Regional
Knowledge Exchange for
Promoting Civil Society Enabling
Environment in the Western
Balkans. 2 organizations received
Ad-hoc grant support. 

BCSDN's collaboration with Sida continues with a newly
granted 4-year project. The focus is on creating a more
enabling environment for CS Dev, influencing policy and
decision-making processes, and facilitating CSO and
multi-stakeholder collaboration. Stay tuned for more
information on the upcoming Hub’s activities!

We showcased our Hub’s beneficiaries' work by delivering
success stories of CSOs and media representatives. The
success stories are delivered in the local language to
capture community actions. The topics explore the New
Year’s protests in Podgorica, the impact of modern
technology on urban mobility, the struggles of LGBTI
community in BiH, and the significance of true history for
the Balkan youth, etc. 

www.balkancsd.net

https://www.balkancsd.net/regional-cs-hub/
https://www.balkancsd.net/regional-cs-hub/
https://www.balkancsd.net/16946-2/


Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua.
Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor
in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint
occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in
culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est
laborum.

NEW BOARD MEMBERS

www.balkancsd.net

OUR INTERNAL
FUNCTIONING

BCSDN successfully completed its strategic
revisioning process, redefining goals, mission, and
vision in a meeting in Podgorica. The revisions
came after online meetings and the Annual Council
and strategic planning meeting in Berovo. The aim
is to enhance BCSDN's advocacy role in creating a
more enabling CS environment and improving
CSOs' position in the EU accession process.
Members’ dialogue resulted in agreed priorities for
the next four years, focusing on addressing the
needs and threats faced by civil society in the
Balkans. Many thanks to the Peace Nexus team for
their support during the network revisioning
process.

BCSDN FINALIZES ITS
STRATEGIC REVISIONING 

Ms. Maja Stojanovic from Civic
Initiatives and Ms. Snezhana
Kamilovska Trpovska from MCIC
have been elected to the BCSDN
board, bringing extensive
experience in civil society,
advocacy, policy analysis, and
good governance. They will
contribute to BCSDN's mission of
promoting transparency,
accountability, and good
governance across the Balkans.

NEW BOARD
MEMBERS

https://www.balkancsd.net/bcsdn-finalizes-its-strategic-revisioning-process/
https://www.balkancsd.net/bcsdn-annual-council-meeting-and-strategic-meeting-held-in-berovo/
https://www.balkancsd.net/16807-2/


Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua.
Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor
in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint
occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in
culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est
laborum.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut
labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut
enim ad minim veniam, quis
nostrud exercitation ullamco
laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea
commodo consequat. Duis aute
irure dolor in reprehenderit in
voluptate velit esse cillum dolore
eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur
sint occaecat cupidatat non
proident, sunt in culpa qui officia
deserunt mollit anim id est
laborum.

www.balkancsd.net

BCSDN VIDEO: Joint Action for Promoting Civic Space in the
Balkans

Like

VIDEO AND
MULTIMEDIA

BCSDN Podcast Series

Since the beginning of the year we
published   two podcasts: One titled
Explaining Western Balkans – You(th) in
Revolt! and other focused on  Unveiling
the Foreign Agent Registration Acts
Across the Region. 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=797571458391830
https://www.balkancsd.net/podcast-explaining-western-balkans-from-balkan-with-intrigue-unveiling-the-foreign-agent-registration-acts-across-the-region/
https://www.balkancsd.net/podcast-explaining-western-balkans-from-balkan-with-intrigue-unveiling-the-foreign-agent-registration-acts-across-the-region/
https://www.balkancsd.net/podcast-explaining-western-balkans-from-balkan-with-intrigue-unveiling-the-foreign-agent-registration-acts-across-the-region/


MEMBERS CORNER

KCSF's School for Activism completed its third edition as participants underwent a two-month
capacity-building program to enhance their skills in community involvement, administration, and
policy advocacy. KCSF also organized the Democracy Award 2022.

CPCD actively pursues the SMART Balkans programme by introducing new programs at the Adult
Education Centre and announcing regional and core grants calls for proposals. Additionally, CPCD
unveiled the new CIVILKA initiative, aimed at displaying innovative projects and ideas.

BCNL analyzed the violations of the freedom of association driven by nationalistic and
discriminatory narratives in Bulgaria and N. Macedonia. 

Partners Albania published the Terrorist Financing Risk Assessment Methodology for the NPO
sector in Albania and delivered a regional training on “Combating possible abuse of NPOs for
Money Laundering and Financing of Terrorism” on 26 May.

FDSC, through the new phase of the Active Citizens Fund Romania, offers aid to refugees and
marginalized groups and enables public authorities, academia, and grassroots to participate
through associated activities. 

CNVOS enhanced its advocacy and communications initiatives through two re-granting projects
extending Slovenia's borders: The Active Citizens Fund, and the CERV project with Croatian CSOs.

CRNVO organized a series of public events throughout Montenegro on the topic of EU accession.

EHO has continued working on “Support for children who are at risk of being involved in living
and/or working on the street”, providing support for parents enrolling their children in first grade.

Diakonia Agapes is working on programme on social-economic reintegration of women in rural
areas in Albania.

TUSEV published Guidelines for the Participation of CSOs in Legislative Processes in Turkey.

MCIC will lead a new Civica Mobilitas Programme with CHF 4.5 million Budget for direct activities
and grants until 2026. 

Civic Initiatives is helping activists subjected to SLAPP suits by providing them with legal support,
including a lawyer and additional resources to assist them in court.

https://www.facebook.com/balkancsd.net
https://twitter.com/BCSDN
https://www.linkedin.com/company/5255043/admin/feed/posts/
https://crnvo.me/
https://www.gradjanske.org/
https://www.cnvos.si/
https://www.fdsc.ro/
https://civilnodrustvo.ba/en/home/
http://www.ehons.org/
https://www.tusev.org.tr/tr
https://www.diakoniagapes.org/
https://www.kcsfoundation.org/
https://mcms.mk/
http://www.partnersalbania.org/
https://bcnl.org/en
https://www.kcsfoundation.org/en/activity/sebahate-hajdini-beqiri-and-lend-mustafa-laureates-of-the-democracy-award-2022-conferred-by-kcsf/
https://smartbalkansproject.org/
https://bcnl.org/en/news/freedom-of-association-was-sacrificed-in-the-nationalist-dispute-between-bulgaria-and-north-macedonia.html
https://www.partnersalbania.org/publication/terrorist-financing-risk-assessment-methodology-for-the-npo-sector-in-albania/
https://acfslovenia.si/z-donatorji-podpisali-pogodbo-za-dodatnega-pol-milijona-za-program-acf/
https://portal.tusev.org.tr/media/public/STKYasamaSurecleriKatilimRehber032023.pdf
http://www.oar.ro/

