
    
 

Invitation to Promoting Civil Society Space Event 
13 March 2018 

 
We have a pleasure to invite you to an event focusing on the Promoting Civil Society Space, which is 
going to take place on 13 March 2018 in Brussels (BCT, 147 Rue Haute). Jointly organized by CONCORD 
Europe, Balkan Civil Society Development Network, Fond Romania/Black Sea NGO Forum, the event 
constitues an effort of European civil society development organizations to build a platform for 
discussions, exchanges and solutions of shared problems. 
 
If you are interested, please send an e-mail to policy.assistant@concordeurope.org by 9 March 2018.  

 
11:15-13:00 

11:15 - 13:00 

(Room 1) 
Enabling Environment for Civil Society in Europe - Regional Challenges (EU, 
Balkan and Black Sea), Possible Synergies and Engagement at European Level 
(Organiser: Fond Romania, Balkan Civil Society Development Network) 
This session is an opportunity to bring together above-mentioned neighbourhood 
regions and present the situation on enabling environment for civil society in each of 
them in order to raise awareness about the challenges concerning the enabling 

environment for civil society and initiate a debate. 

11:15 - 12:15 

(Room 2) 
Shrinking space by illiberal democracy  
(Organiser: Crosol, Croatian National Platform) 
Everyone is talking about illiberal democracies in Europe. What is the story about? How 
“liberal democracy” turns into “illiberal” one? How to resists to illiberal trends in 
Europe? Cases of Slovenia, Latvia, Hungary, Poland and Croatia. 

11:15 - 12:15 

(Room 3) 
Get ready for Partnership Forum  
(Organiser: CONCORD) 
The objective is to update participants on the next edition of the Partnership Forum, 
which will be organized by DG DEVCO in June 2018.  Presentation followed by  a 
discussion will lead to joint identification of themes and proposals for CONCORD’s 

involvement in the preparation. 

12:30 - 13:30 

(Room 3) 
How would Google and Tesla fix the world?  
(Organiser: AKU - Estonian national platform) 
Are CSOs deemed to lose their importance as technology is taking over the role of 
solving global social challenges? It is important to understand the importance of new 
as well as social entrepreneurship in what has traditionally been the playing ground for 
CSOs. Are we ready for new partnerships? Explore the impact of digitalisation on the 
civil society organisations and the changing role of bringing innovations to societal 
challenges. 

14:15-15:45 

14:15 - 15:45 

(Room 1) 
Challenges and opportunities of enabling environment in EaP countries 
(Organisers: Protection of Rights without Borders, Armenia and Baku Academy 
of Human Rights Law, Azerbaijan) 
The enabling environment for civil society has been recently deteriorating, including 
the EaP countries. What is the response and how to move in this environment and to 
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build democratic grounds? Are there mechanisms to stand for the enabling 
environment in place? 

14:15-15:45 

(Room 2) 
Transforming Accountability  
(Organiser: Balkan Civil Society Development Network) 
During this session we will explore in groups how can we operationalize the philosophy 
of the Istanbul principles, create complementary learning spaces, contribute to a more 
enabling environment and use this tool for further monitoring and evaluation 
framework. 

14:30-15:45 

(Room 3) 
Promoting positive civil society contribution in EU policy and programmes in an 
increasingly challenging environment 
(Organiser: CONCORD, Civil Society Europe) 
The purpose is to see how best to channel the considerable expertise and experiences 
of CONCORD members into CSEurope’s work and how to ensure they are equally 
informed about each other and can benefit from CSEurope’s work. 

16:00-17:30 

16:00 – 17:30  
(Room 1) 

From the culture of protest rallies to civic engagement: Gains and Challenges 
(Organiser: The Civic Resource Center, Romania) 
The common goal of EU member states and the Black Sea region countries is fight 
against corruption and for human and civil rights. However, the political environments 
are different. We plan to take a closer look at the ties between people with similar 

goals, and at the ties between authorities and the civil society. 

16:00-17:30 
(Room 2) 

Meet Your Match – an exercise in solidarity and persuasion  
(Organiser: International Civil Society Centre) 
Join us for a session that is a mix between speed dating and role playing designed to 
enhance your skills of persuasion and finding mutually beneficial solutions for actors 
from different sectors of society in the fight to reclaim civic space. In an improvised, 
mock-debate participants will develop the arguments in favor of restricting civic space 
from four different actors: government officials, businesses, donors, and politically 
unengaged citizens—and try to build solutions by coming up with creative counter-
arguments. 

16:00-17:30 

(Room 3) 
Civil Society Organisations as multipliers for Deliberative democracy and 
community engagement   
(Organiser: Local Democracy Agency, Armenia) 
The session will apply a new approach like naming and framing a problem and 
deliberate for finding a joint solution on behalf of citizens and local authorities for the 
community favour.  

 
 
 


