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NEWSLETTER 49
JUNE-JULY 2012

Dear members and partners,

Welcome to the latest BCSDN newsletter edition. This publication focuses on 
BCSDN past and forthcoming activities, as well as on relevant CSDev activities 
and initiatives at regional and European level in the course of June and July. We 
hope it will catch your attention before the summer holidays and provide you with 
information regarding our post holidays work. 
Enjoy your reading!

PAST ACTIVITIES & EVENTS

GOOD PRACTICES IN MONITORING OF GOVERNMENT POLICIES 
AND PROCESSES IN ENLARGEMENT COUNTRIES PRESENTED 

BCSDN organized a regional workshop entitled “Partners or Foes? Exchange 
of Good Practices in Monitoring of Government Policies and Processes in 
Enlargement Countries”, which took place in Skopje on 4th of July. The workshop, 
implemented within the framework of EIDHR project “Government Mirror: Public 
Participation in Legislation Preparation Procedures”, hosted around 40 participants 
from CSOs, Governmental institutions and international organizations where 
latest initiatives and mechanisms such as Platform 112, SEKO mechanism were 
presented. The monitoring experience from Slovenia, Mirror to the Government, 
was presented followed by the presentation of the first results in Macedonia; 
inspiring developments in the field of CSDev in Montenegro and the advancement 
in public consultation in Kosovo were also presented. The workshop emphasized 
the necessity of CSOs’ engagement in policy and decision making processes. 
A special session tackled the issues of new IT technologies, social media and 
participation. For more information, you can read the cover story and access the 
presentations of the speakers here.
 

 SETTING COMMON STANDARDS FOR CIVIL SOCIETY 
DEVELOPMENT: 2ND EXPERT MEETING ADVANCES THE WORK 

ON THE MONITORING MATRIX 

On the 5th July, BCSDN organized the second official working group meeting 
which gathered 10 experts from the Western Balkans and Turkey together with 
European Center for Nonprofit Law (ECNL). The purpose of the meeting was 
to discuss the further improvement of the monitoring matrix  aimed to create 
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supported by USAID and ICNL under the Legal 
Innovation Fund.

http://balkancsd.net/bcsdn-news/1146-good-practices-in-monitoring-of-government-policies-and-processes-in-enlargement-countries-presented-for-sustainable-partnerships-with-real-citizens-engagement.html


2

enabling environment for the civil society development (CSDev). The main 
objective of the gathering was to discus the way of continuing the work, define 
the added value of this initiative, finalize the priorities/standards and developing 
indicators for the matrix. The matrix is envisioned to serve as a support and 
pressure mechanism and to enable regular following of the progress in the 
CSDev area. Read more...

SLOVAK– BALKAN PUBLIC POLICY FUND: PROMOTION OF 
THE POLICY PRODUCTS FROM THE GRANTEES 

Eleven organizations from Albania, Macedonia and Montenegro that were 
among the selected grantees of the Slovak-Balkan Public Policy Fund (SBPPF) 
pilot phase presented their research findings. The aim of this support was to 
build the capacity of CSOs and to encourage further development of young 
experts and their involvement in policy and decision making processes. The 
first promotions of the policy products, funded under SlovakAid and lead by 
Pontis Foundation and BCSDN, took place in June in Macedonia, Albania and 
Montenegro. They provoked positive reactions from different stakeholders 
involved in the topics of research. The areas covered by these projects 
vary from energy and transparency to local governance and environment. 
The presentations provided analysis of the legal framework, the practice by 
national actors as well as key findings and recommendations of each project. 
In September, the most successful ones will be promoted in Brussels. For more 
information on the promotion events and the current state of the researches 
please click here. 

GLOBAL & REGIONAL INITIATIVES

CSO PARTNERSHIP FOR DEVELOPMENT EFFECTIVENESS 
– BALKAN CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATED TO CREATION OF 

GLOBAL STRUCTURE

On the 3rd and the 4th of July in Belgrade, the regional consultation and the 
drafting objectives and strategies of the cooperation with CPDE took place. 
This followed the decision from Busan about the merging the Open Forum 
for CSO Development Effectiveness and the Better Aid into CSO Partnership 
for Development Effectiveness (CPDE). Representatives from 23 European 
countries, including the Balkans, along with regional and global organizations 
attended the meeting. After detailed discussions, the participants agreed on 
key issues and proposed a number of improvements in the CPDE paper. 
The requirements, about which the participants agreed upon and identified 
as necessary for the further work, refer to the advocacy work of CPDE, the 

SBPPF is a project contributing to the 
Priority 5 of the Mid-term Strategy 2012-

2014: Increase Opportunities for Influencing 
EU and National Policies and Programmes 

for Civil Society.

The Civil Society Partnership for 
Development Effectiveness (CPDE) is an 
open platform that will bring together 

CSOs from all over the world through the 
application of principles, strategies and 
initiatives that promote development 

effectiveness, especially in development 
cooperation.

http://balkancsd.net/bcsdn-news/1147-setting-common-standards-for-civil-society-development-second-expert-meeting-for-the-monitoring-matrix.html
http://balkancsd.net/policy-research-analysis/opportunities-for-csos-to-influence-policies/slovak-balkan-public-policy-fund.html
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Istanbul Principles and Key Asks Paper, as well as the structure of the joint 
body. At the end of the consultations, the group selected Mr. Justin Kilcullen as 
CPDE representative of the European region. The sub-regional representatives 
(including the Balkans) will be selected on sub-regional meetings. The meeting 
was organized with the support of CONCORD, Better Aid, Open Forum for 
CSO Effectiveness and BCSDN and Civic Initiatives as local partners. Read 
more...

ADVOCACY

VIDEO REPORT OF THE DRAFT MONITORING MATRIX FOR 
CSDev PRESENTED AT THE EU WORKSHOP

On 30th May, BCSDN presented and opened the very first discussion on 
the draft matrix for monitoring of the enabling environment for CSDev before 
various stakeholders from the DG Enlargement, European Parliament, EESC, 
RCC and CSO from Brussels and the Balkans and Turkey. The video report of 
the presented matrix and the discussion that took place is now available here. 
The video has been produced with the support of CenzuraPlus.

BCSDN WEBSITE REORGANIZED TO REFLECT THE ADOPTION 
OF THE MID-TERM STRATEGY PLAN 2012-2014

In order to adapt to the new Mid-term Strategy and follow its realization, BCSDN 
webpage has been reorganized according to the Mid-term Strategy Plan 
2012-2014. The section Policy, Research and Analysis presenting the core of 
BCSDN activities, has been split into several categories that correspond to the 
6 mid-term priorities. Each project/activity of the network is reported in these 
categories. The other sections such as Information and Resources as well as 
those referring to the network structure at the moment remain the same, but 
their restructuring is envisaged in order to make the communication about our 
work easily accessible and clear. Click here to see the changes and updates.

INFLUENCING TACSO AND IPA CSF BEYOND 2015 - 
CONSOLIDATING NETWORK’S POSITION OVER SUMMER

The EC approved the IPA Civil Society Facility support for 2011-2012 (grants, 
P2P, TACSO), but the details of the support and the remaining financing for 
2013 are to be developed in the coming period. The decision on how the next 
IPA instrument 2014-2020 is going to look like will be reached at the end of 
2012, thus the first discussion on the civil society support for our region for 
2014-2020 are also starting to take place. Last but not least, it has been 3 
years since we launched our policy advocacy on the IPA CSF through our 
first policy paper and workshop in September, 2009, focusing primarily on the 

The video was made in the scope of the 
Monitoring of the EU Support to Civil 

Society Development in the Balkans, project 
underpinned by BTD.

BCSDN website adapted to the new 
priorities.

http://balkancsd.net/bcsdn-news/1169-cso-partnership-for-development-effectiveness-balkan-civil-society-participated-to-creation-of-global-structure.html
http://balkancsd.net/bcsdn-news/1169-cso-partnership-for-development-effectiveness-balkan-civil-society-participated-to-creation-of-global-structure.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UmDpMyIMk_g
http://balkancsd.net/
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design and programming. After a 3-year period, several positive changes have 
taken place in the direction of our advocacy effort, such as tailor-made support for 
regional networking, but naturally more still needs to be done, esp. in the domain 
of capacity-building. For this aim, BCSDN invites its members and partners to 
reflect and share their experience and ideas for the future. All comments and 
information should be sent to the Executive Office by August 20th. It is expected 
that BCSDN will organize a series of targeted advocacy actions and a policy 
document on IPA CSF 3-year implementation during the remaining part of 2012.

AID TRANSPARENCY INDEX SURVEY - BCSDN SELECTED TO 
ASSES DG ENLARGEMENT

BCSDN has been selected by Publish What You Fund, global campaign on 
aid transparency, to assess the transparency of the DG Enlargement for their 
2012 Index Survey. The survey is web-based and includes assessment on pre-
set indicators, supported by web-access data which is provided by the donor 
that is being assessed. The assessment is focused on the overall institutional 
transparency; however for the Western Balkan region, only Turkey is to be 
assessed due to the greatest volume of aid. DG Enlargement has been informed 
that BCSDN will act as an assessor of their aid transparency.

                            JOINT INITIATIVES & EXCHANGE

NEW JOINT PROJECT COMING UP SOON

The proposal entitled “MAXCAP – Maximizing the Integration Capacity of the 
EU: Lessons and Prospects for Enlargement and Beyond” , to which BCSDN 
is a partner, has been favorably evaluated by the Commission under the FP7 
call. The project has started with the Negotiation Mandate, and is going to be 
implemented from January, 2013 till December 2015 with the budget of 2,4 
million EUR. MAXCAP brings together a group of excellent researchers from 
EU and accession countries from: Freie University of Berlin, Leiden University, 
London School of Economics and Political Science, ETH Zurich, Sabanci 
University, European University Institute, Central European University, in the first 
international collaborative project aiming to systematically compare and assess 
the institutional, economic and social effects of enlargement on the capacity of the 
EU to absorb new members without compromising the working of its institutions 
and policies. The role of the BCSDN as the only partner from the Balkans is to 
support field research and outreach to both citizens and to the region.

Some donors do well, all donors can do better!

The Seventh Framework Programme 
(FP7) bundles all research-related EU 
initiatives together under a common 
roof playing a crucial role in reaching 
the goals of growth, competitiveness 

and employment.

mailto:ExecutiveOffice%40balkancsd.net?subject=TACSO%20%26%20IPA%20CSF%20Comments
http://www.publishwhatyoufund.org/
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NETWORK BODIES

STATUTE CHANGE REGISTRATION COMPLETED

After the changes to the Statute were approved on the 4th Annual Council 
meeting, which took place in Split on 27th April, the Statute has been formally 
approved by the Central Register of Macedonia. This enables the process of 
change of the daily management of the network and adoption of re-vamped mid-
term goals and priorities. The Statute and the Mid-term Strategy 2012-2014 are 
available here. Following the discussion on the status between ACSF and Vesta 
within the network, the later requested its status to be changed to consultative 
member.

VENERA HAJRULLAHU OF KCSF THE NEW BOARD CHAIR

After Mr. Miljenko Dereta has withdrawn from the position of Chair of the Board, 
Mrs. Venera Hajrullahu has been elected as the new Chair. The Deputy-Chair 
position, which remains vacant, is to be filled on rotation basis by other members 
of the Board. The schedule and the time frame are going to be discussed at the 
next Board meeting.

CHANGE OF STAFF AND INTERNSHIP

Mrs. Enisa Bajrami, the Policy and Advocacy Officer has left BCSDN on the 1st 
June. The vacant position is to be filled by a new staff in August. Jelena Mirkovic, 
a student from ERMA Programme (The European Regional Master’s Degree in 
Democracy and Human Rights in South-East Europe) has been interning at the 
Executive Office during June and July, primarily helping with the monitoring and 
research on IPA CSF advocacy effort. BCSDN has also been accredited as Host 
and Coordinating Organisation within the European Voluntary Service Strand of 
the European Union’s Youth in Action Programme and is currently in the process 
of selection and application procedure. The first volunteer(s) will be hosted as of 
January 2013.
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BOARD

3RD EXPERT MEETING FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
MONITORING MATRIX, BELGRADE, 31.08.2012

BCSDN will organize the 3rd official working group meeting, which will gather the 
experts from the Western Balkans and Turkey with the aim to continue the work 
on the monitoring matrix for enabling environment for civil society development 

“It is a great pleasure to speak on behalf 
of the Balkan Civil Society Development 

Network, it is a real pleasure because 
this is a network that has grown into a 

confident partner that has a credibility at 
the national level but also it is a credible 

interlocutor to the European Commission 
as well.”

http://balkancsd.net/about-us/statute-strategy.html
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This Newsletter is publication of the Balkan Civil Society Development Network. It is published 
on a periodic basis in English. For  more  information  on  the  network  visit:  
http://www.balkancsd.net or contact ExecutiveOffice@balkancsd.net.

Executive Office
Bel Kamen 6/8
1000-Skopje, Macedonia
Tel: ++389 (0)2 614 42 11
ExecutiveOffice@balkancsd.net
www.balkancsd.net

(CSDev). The meeting will take place at the end of August or beginning of 
September. 

SLOVAK BALKAN PUBLIC POLICY FUND ADVOCACY 
MEETINGS, BRUSSELS, SEPTEMBER

BCSDN and Pontis Foundation will organize meetings for selected grantees 
with relevant Brussels stakeholders in the scope of the Slovak Balkan Public 
Policy Fund. These meetings will take place at the end of September and they 
will be tailor made for each of the grantees with the aim to develop their skills 
for advocacy at European level and help them promote their policy documents 
produced with the support of the Fund.

BCSDN REGIONAL EXCHANGE EVENTS ON STRUCTURAL 
FUNDS & ADULT EDUCATION

Continuing with the pace from the 1st half of 2012, BCSDN is planning to 
(co) organize at least two events at regional level by the end of this year. 
The first one will be a workshop on Structural Funds and the role of CSO in 
the EU negotiation process. The funding for this workshop is provided by the 
Europe for Citizen Project lead by CenzuraPlus. This workshop will tackle the 
issues such as novelties for CSOs under the Structural Funds 2014-2020 and 
the experience and tips from CSO participating to EU negotiating processes 
in EU NMS and Croatia. The second one will be organized in cooperation 
with, DVV SEE regional office (Institute for International Cooperation of the 
German Adult Education Association) which will finance this regional event on 
adult education from the aspect of citizens’ participation and capacity-building 
of public servants. This event will serve to promote the international (Belem) 
framework for adult education, and in addition it will be an excellent opportunity 
to discuss and exchange ideas on how to work effectively with civil servants 
in raising-awareness and building skills through the civil society. This event 
is foreseen to be organized at the beginning of November. Both events are 
planned to take place in Skopje.

http://balkancsd.net
mailto:ExecutiveOffice%40balkancsd.net?subject=
http://balkancsd.net

