
1

NEWSLETTER 48
APRIL- MAY 2012

Dear members and partners,

We are proud to present our new edition of BCSDN Newsletter. In this number 
we are covering the activities from April and May 2012 and announcing at the 
same time the upcoming activities starting with our annual Brussels based 
workshop taking place at the end of this month. Enjoy your reading!

PAST ACTIVITIES & EVENTS

THE CITIZENS DIMENSION ESSENTIAL FOR MORE SUCCESSFUL 
EU ACCESSION

‘’The State of Civil Society in the EU Enlargement: Why Don’t We Always 
Get What We Want?’’, conference by BCSDN and Cenzura Plus which took 
place on the 26th of April in Split, Croatia, was an opportunity for regional CSO 
representatives to discuss and share experiences from the EU accession and the 
opportunities and challenges ahead in this process. The main conclusions were 
related to the citizen dimension in the integration process. Civic participation 
and engagement is essential for development, it is only through involvement 
of citizens and CSO, that a strong delivery towards the government and local 
authorities is possible. The conference also showed that the EU integration 
process provides for opportunities but itself does not guarantee civil society 
development. The biggest strength is the link with citizens and this is what the 
focus should be put on from both the EU but also CSOs. All conclusions and 
recommendation are available in the event’s report. You can watch the photos 
here and Cenzura Plus has produced a TV show that you can see here.

   BCSDN ADVOCACY EXPERIENCE TRANSFERRED TO SERBIAN 
SECOs

Tanja Hafner Ademi, Executive Director delivered 2 workshops in the course 
of February and May organized by the Serbian Office for Cooperation with 
Civil Society to  SECO/SEKO mechanism (Sector Civil Society Organizations-
Sektorske konsultativne organizacije), a formal structure for involvement of 
CSOs in the programming of IPA assistance in Serbia launched in beginning 
of 2011. The first workshop on 3rd February focused on the EU Enlargement 
policy and civil society support, including defining the future role of SECOs in 
this broader context. The second workshop on 21st and 22nd May focused on 
the understanding of the EU institutions, processes and advocacy and resulted 
in each SECO developing a analysis of EU benchmarks and IPA support for 
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Sixteen CSOs representatives 
attended teh 1st workshop 
while the 2nd was attended 

by 36 participants.

http://balkancsd.net/bcsdn-news/1096-the-citizens-dimension-is-essential-for-more-successful-eu-accession-process.html
http://www.cenzura.hr/index.php?option=com_rsgallery2&view=gallery&Itemid=152
http://www.cenzura.hr/index.php?option=com_multicategories&view=category&id=54&Itemid=182
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each of the sectors represented. The workshop report and other information 
are available from Serbian Office for Cooperation with Civil Society website. 

GLOBAL & REGIONAL INITIATIVES

EUROPEAN CONSULTATION ON CSO DEVELOPMENT 
EFFECTIVENESS

After the Fourth High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness in Busan (North Korea), 
the CSOs are preparing further steps to influence the process towards the 
establishment of the Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation 
and reflect on the best way for the CSO community to organize itself to face 
the new challenges. At the meeting, participants agreed to task a group of 
CSO representatives (G-13) drawn from all participating regions and sectors 
with the caretaking of a process intended to explore different organizational 
arrangements. Following the meeting of the governance bodies of BetterAid and 
Open Forum (BACG and GFG) in Cebu (the Philippines) in February to deepen 
the understanding of the organizational challenges, the two structures decided 
to merge. The meeting endorsed the “Cebu Consensus” that enshrines the 
values, the objectives and the organizational principles of a new Civil Society 
Partnership for Effective Development (CPED). Afterwards the regional and 
sectorial consultations will be held to give inputs to the new CPED structure. 
CONCORD in cooperation with BCSDN and Civic Initiatives will organize the 
European Consultation which will include representatives from all European 
countries. The event will take place n Belgrade, on the 3rd and 4th July, 2012.  
The event will be supported and funded by the Swedish Development Agency 
(SIDA). 

ADVOCACY

MORE OF THE SAME?  STATUS OF THE REGULATION FOR 
FUTURE INSTRUMENT FOR PRE-ACCESSION ASSISTANCE

The Commission published the draft regulation for the Instrument for Pre-
accession Assistance (IPA) 2014-2020  on 7th December, 2011. Before 
presenting the first draft of the future regulation, the Commission provided 
for opportunities for feedback by interested stakeholders, it organized a web-
based survey and a stakeholder regional consultation in spring 2010. On 
11th April, 2011, the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET) of the European 
Parliament held a public hearing. The hearing brought together representatives 
of the EP, Commission, Court of Auditors, IPA beneficiary countries and civil 
society.  After negotiations between the EP and the MS, it is expected that the 
regulation will be adopted by the Council of Ministers together with the new 

Timetable for inputs on the new IPA 
document:

30/5 first consideration

10/7 second consideration amend-
ments and vote

September – Trialogue (Council and EP)

October/November – Plenary

CSO Partnership for Development 
Effectiveness – CPDE

The new CSO partnership for 
Development Effectiveness will 

merge the two previous initiatives 
and will consist therefore out of the 
two pillars that reflect the work of 

its predecessors. The main principle 
of functioning is global light, country 

heavy. The CPDE will use existing 
structures to carry out its work. This 
work will be done on a regional and 

subregional level to make sure all 
CSOs can participate. 

http://www.civilnodrustvo.gov.rs/?lang=en
http://www.aideffectiveness.org/busanhlf4/
http://www.betteraid.org/en/resources/post-busan-global-cso-meeting/doc_details/612-the-cebu-consensus.html
http://www.cso-effectiveness.org/-busan-partnership-for-effective,190-.html
http://www.cso-effectiveness.org/-busan-partnership-for-effective,190-.html
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financial perspective (budget) for 2014-2020 by December, 2013. Attached is 
the background document prepared by BCSDN EO for more information on 
this process.   

                              JOINT INITIATIVES & 
EXCHANGE

BALKAN CIVIL SOCIETY ACQUIS – STRENGTHENING THE 
ADVOCACY AND MONITORING POTENTIAL AND CAPACITIES 
OF CSOS

BCSDN as a network applied for the IPA Partnership Programmes for Civil 
Society Organizations call for proposals presenting in the proposal the mid-
term strategy and the priorities on which the network will be working for the next 
4 years. This joint effort was the first time that the network members and EO 
worked together on this level and it has shown to be an excellent opportunity 
for strengthening the partnership and cooperation within the network but also 
creating a space for defining strategic partnerships outside of the network.

LET’S, INCREASE THE BENEFITS OF THE EU MEMBERSHIP!

After the successful cooperation on a couple of project proposals and 
implementation, Cenzura Plus is leading another joint proposal now for the 
IPA Information and Communication programme 2011, Croatia. The proposal 
is in partnership with 15 other organization and media as well as BCSDN and 
CNVOS, the Slovenian member of the network.  

NETWORK BODIES

BCSDN ADOPTS MID-TERM STRATEGY 2012-2014 & STATUTORY 
CHANGES

On 27th April, the network gathered for its Annual Council meeting in Split, 
Croatia. The 11 attending representatives reviewed the work of the network 
in previous year and approved the independent auditor for the period 2012-
2014. The highlight was the discussion and adoption of the Mid-term Strategy 
Plan 2012-2014, which was based on a year-long process or discussion and 
preparation. After more than a decade of capacity-building and advocacy work, 
the Mid-term Strategy Plan includes re-defined mission, and 4 mid-term goals.
Through establishing a regional monitoring system on enabling environment 
for CSDev, advocacy on the funding, economic and fiscal-related policies 
and improved civil dialogue, promotion of sustainable exit strategy of foreign 
donors, support to advocacy capacity-building of local CSOs and improved 

BCSDN mission is to empower civil soci-
ety and influence European and national 
policies towards more enabling environ-
ment for civil society development in or-

der to ensure sustainable and functioning 
democracies in the Balkans.

BCSDN objectives are to:

1. Increased role of civil society by 
strengthening its voice in policy- and 
decision-making on national, regional 

and EU level;

2. Promoted civil dialogue between civil 
society actors, state institutions and the 

European Union in order to influence 
public policy;

3. Developed advocacy knowledge and 
skills of civil society actors as a base for 

greater impact; and

4. Strengthened communication, coor-
dination and cooperation between civil 

society actors in the Balkan region.

file:C:\Users\PC1\Desktop\36-2%20Background%20paper-Future%20IPA.docx
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3Cs (communication, coordination and cooperation), the Plan will allow the 
network to consolidate its work in the next 3 years and direct the development 
of civil society towards the needs of local organizations and actors as well as 
provide for a structured, consistent pressure to national institutions. The full 
document is available here. You can also watch this short Prezi presentation. 
The main change to the Statute introduced at the meeting is the establishment 
of an independent Executive office, which was so far housed and managed by 
one of its members (MCIC from Macedonia). The full consolidated Statute is 
available here.

CHANGES IN BCSDN BOARD

Mr. Miljenko Dereta who served as BCSDN Board Chair since 2009 has 
stepped down from this position after being elected member of the Serbian 
Parliament. Since he presented him self as an independent candidate Mr. 
Dereta will remain member of BCSDN Board. The new Chair and Deputy Chair 
will be elected by correspondence.  

EXECUTIVE OFFICE - NEW TEAM MEMBER

BCSDN has created new  staff position so that all aspect of the work will be 
covered. A policy and advocacy officer will be the new team member that will 
cover all aspects of the research work and advocacy for BCSDN positions. 
Currently BCSDN has employed a new staff with the ambitions to have a 
permanent team member in fall 2012. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BOARD

RAISING THE DEMOCRATIC STANDARDS AND PRACTICE 
IN ENLARGEMENT COUNTRIES: DEFINING CIVIL SOCIETY 

ACQUIS, BRUSSELS, 30.05.2012

BCSDN in cooperation with German Marshall Fund (GMF) office in Brussels and 
the Balkan Trust for Democracy in Belgrade, is organizing a policy workshop 
on Raising the Democratic Standards and Practice in Enlargement Countries: 
Defining Civil Society Acquis. While enlargement countries have become 
stable democracies, the functioning of the democratic process, institutions and 
especially citizens’ engagement and participation still presents a considerable 
challenge. BCSDN in cooperation with experts from civil society and European 
Centre for Non-Profit Law (ECNL) have developed a monitoring matrix for 
enabling environment for CSDev. For the first time, the matrix defines standards 
in all areas and is accompanied by benchmarks on legal but also practical 
implementation similar to that used in the EC Progress Reports. The aim of the 
workshop is to present the matrix and consult with regional and European-level 

 While the Matrix is primarily to be 
CSO monitoring mechanism, it will 

serve to other institutions, especially 
the EC to monitor progress in CSDev.

Two guests also attended the meet-
ing Ayça Haykır from Turkey and Assya 

Kavrakova from Bulgaria 

file:http://balkancsd.net/bcsdn-news/1098-bcsdn-adopts-mid-term-strategy-2012-2014-a-statutory-changes.html
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institutions and stakeholders on its applicability for the European institutions 
monitoring of Enlargement benchmarks. More information is available here.

GOVERNMENT MIRROR: PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN 
LEGISLATION PREPARATION PROCEDURES, SKOPJE, 
04.07.2012

BCSDN will organize a regional workshop in Skopje on the 4th of July for the 
exchange of good practices related to the monitoring of government policies 
in the region. The workshop will be divided in two parts, the first part will be 
conceived as an exchange of practices related to the methodology of monitoring 
the participation of CSOs in policy making. This will be an opportunity to develop 
minimum standards of consultation based on different country experience (EU 
and non-EU/AC/CC). This kind of projects has already been implemented in 
other countries in the region and this will be an opportunity to present the 
lessons learned and the know-how to the participants. The second part will be 
a possibility to discuss the findings in a comparative point of view of all national 
legislations related to the monitoring and also compare those existing with 
some international documents like the Code of Good Practice on Participation 
in the Decision-Making Process of the Council of Europe. BCSDN has been 
a strategic partner to the Council of Europe of the promoting of the Code of 
Good Practice in the region and can provide relevant input from organizations 
involved in the promoting of the Code. 

SECOND EXPERT MEETING, COMMON MONITORING 
ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK ON THE ENABLING 
ENVIRONMENT FOR CSDEV, SKOPJE, 05.07.2012

On 5th of July, BCSDN will organize the 2nd working group meeting, which will 
gather the experts from the Western Balkans and Turkey (WBT) with the aim 
to continue developing the monitoring matrix for enabling environment for civil 
society development (CSDev). The meeting will follow the Brussels workshop 
which will serve as a first presentation of the matrix in front of stakeholders 
and will focus on finalizing the matrix that will serve as a shadow-monitoring 
tool for CSOs; monitoring tool for the EC; and self-assessment tool for the 
Government for regular following of the progress in the area as support and 
pressure mechanism.

REGIONAL CIVIL SOCIETY CONFERENCE: FOR EUROPE OF THE 
WESTERN BALKANS, ZADAR (DEADLINE: 25.05.2012)

This event will bring together civil society representatives, government 
representatives and EU officials to examine broad trends in the reform process 
necessary for a participatory democracy and a sustainable civil society. There 

This project will build on the joint 
platform developed on the conference 

and try to provide a structured 
framework, in which the regional level 

GOV2CSO dialogue can give regular 
support to the on-going national efforts 

in the field.

file:http://balkancsd.net/bcsdn-news/1097-policy-workshop-on-raising-the-democratic-standards-and-practice-in-enlargement-countries-defining-civil-society-acquis.html
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will be three main themes for debate: Benchmarking progress across the region; 
Sustainability of civil society in the medium-term and the outlook for EU policies 
towards the region. It is expected that the event will attract around 150 participants 
from the Western Balkans, Turkey and neighborhood countries in Central and 
Eastern Europe as well as the Southern Mediterranean. The conference will take 
place on the 26-28 September 2012 in Zadar organized by ECAS and the Impact 
Centre. The event will start off in the morning of day one with a kick-off conference 
for the beneficiaries of the call for proposals Civil Society Facility Partnership 
Programmes for Civil Society Organisations (CSOs), Support to regional thematic 
networks, organised by DG Enlargement. In the afternoon three parallel pre-
conference workshops will take place: Informal brainstorming among civil society 
organisations, TASCO meeting and Meeting of government representatives. More 
information is available here.

KEEPING UP THE MOMENTUM, TACSO CONFERENCE, SKOPJE,    
7 -8. 11.2012 

TACSO will hold a regional conference “Keeping up the Momentum: Civil Society 
Cooperation with Institutions in the Western Balkans and Turkey” in Skopje from 
07-08 November 2012. The conference will follow the meetings in Belgrade 
organized by the Offices for cooperation between Serbia and Croatia and BCSDN 
and the one forseen in Zadar announced above. To find out more please go here.

This Newsletter is publication of the Balkan Civil Society Development Network. It is published 
on a periodic basis in English. For  more  information  on  the  network  visit:  
http://www.balkancsd.net or contact ExecutiveOffice@balkancsd.net.

Executive Office
Nikola Parapunov Street bb
P.O. Box 55
1060-Skopje, Macedonia
Tel: ++389 (0)2 30 88 990/ 992
Fax: ++389 (0)2 30 65 298
ExecutiveOffice@balkancsd.net
www.balkancsd.net

The first regional conference 
PARTNERSHIP FOR CHANGE: CIVIL 
SOCIETY AND THE GOVERNMENTS 

IN THE WESTERN BALKANS AND 
TURKEY was held in Belgrade in 

March 2012. 

http://www.ecas-citizens.eu/content/blogcategory/3/280/%20
http://tacso.org/news/jobs/default.aspx?id=7437&template_id=73&langTag=en-US&utm_source=eNewsletter+No+62+%28Keeping+up+the+Momentum%29&utm_campaign=eNewsletter&utm_medium=email
http://balkancsd.net
mailto:ExecutiveOffice%40balkancsd.net?subject=
http://balkancsd.net

