
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                      

PROJECT FACT SHEET 
Slovak and Balkan Public Policy Fund 

 
The aim of the Slovak and Balkan Public Policy Fund Programme is to contribute to capacity building 
of CSOs of the Western Balkans and their engagement in creation of public policy in regards to the 
EU integration process.  
 
By the means of a grant scheme, the Fund focuses on providing local CSOs and/or individual 
researchers from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, and Serbia 
concrete, practical, learn-by-doing support to develop one policy product and event in their field of 
work. Small grants (3000 - 5000 EUR) are offered to project proposals from Macedonia, Serbia, and 
Kosovo, in the total amount of 36 000 EUR, with the support of Slovak Aid, implemented by Pontis 
Foundation and BCSDN and to projects from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Montenegro, in 
the total amount of 48 000 EUR, through the IPA and BTD funded project “IPA Civil Society Balkan 
Acquis - Strengthening the Advocacy and Monitoring potential and capacities of CSOs”. 
 
The main outcomes are policy outputs (papers, briefs) produced by the grantees, published online 
and disseminated according to the grantees strategy. The policy outputs will enable direct contribution 
of CSOs/researchers to public debate about the EU integration process through identifying problems 
and recommending legal or practical solutions to governments of their particular countries. They will 
indirectly contribute to the EU integration process through the implementation of EU Acquis as well as 
the coordination and planning of reforms.  
 
The topics of the Call were identified on the basis of the identified gaps and bottlenecks in the EC 
Progress Report 2012 in order to best target policy outputs and maximize the added-value and 
potential to influence the institutions.  
 
The evaluation criteria upon which the grantees were selected were: (1) Originality of the topic and 
approach; (2) Relevance of the project to public policy debates, (3) Preparation of the draft project 
and objectives; (4) Target groups and the expected impact of the project on the target groups; (5) 
Applicant’s previous experience; and (6) Appropriateness of the financial costs.  
 
The selected topics for the 2

nd
 Call for proposals were:  

1. Democracy and the rule of law focusing on analysing (one or several if they are linked) the 
following issues: policy-making and policy implementation/enforcement, corruption, media 
and access to public information, administration capacity, and transparency of public 
institutions. 

2. Non-majority communities, focusing on: respect and protection of non-majority, social groups 
and groups in position of other forms of discrimination, and people with disabilities.   

 
The Call for Proposals was launched on the 29

th
 of July, 2013 and the deadline for submitting project 

proposals was on the 10
th
 of September, 2013.   

 
A total of 167 applications were received, out of which 143 (or 85,6%) passed the eligibility check. 
One hundred and eighteen (118) eligible applications were from CSOs and twenty five (25) from 
individual researchers.   
 
The selection was conducted by an evaluation committee, composed of experts from the Western 
Balkans on public policy issues, advocacy, and civil society development, nominated and/or 
recommended by BCSDN’s member organizations, which took in consideration the quality and the 
relevance of the research proposals, the policy impact of the proposed project, and the applicant’s 
experience and motivation. The successful applications were those that the evaluation committees 
estimated as having the greatest advocacy potential.  
 
The grant support is to run from November, 2013 throughout March, 2014. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                      

21 project proposals in total were selected for 
funding under the 2

nd
 Call for Proposals:  

 
ALBANIA 
Blerjana Bino 
Countering Marginalization and 
Discrimination through Production of 
Alternative Discourses in the Public 
Sphere: The Case for a ‘Roma Community 
Radio’ in Albania 
The project addresses the discourses of 
discrimination regarding marginalized groups 
with a particular focus on the Roma community 
in Albania. The project will investigate how the 
production of alternative discourses in the 
public sphere, for instance through the 
establishment of a ‘Roma Community Radio’, 
could enable the marginalized groups to resist 
multifaceted marginalization and exclusion 
from a dominant mainstream transcript 
(ideology, policy and discourses). 
 
European Movement Albania 
Accession Negotiations and Institutional 
set-up In Quest of Efficiency and Multi- 
actor Involvement 
The project will analyze the institutional means 
to undergo the European integrations process. 
Through comparative review of the 
experiences of previous accession countries, 
notably Croatia, Poland and Romania in 
holding EU accession negotiations, best 
practices and lessons to be applied in the case 

of Albania will be evidenced. The project will 
also analyze the oversight role that the 
Parliament can play in this process as well as 
the monitoring and input mechanisms to be 
adopted in order to involve civil society.  
 
Institute for Environmental Policy 
Implementation of Aarhus Convention in 
Albania: Struggle and Policy 
Implementation 
The project will research the policy-making and 
policy implementation, corruption, access to 
public information, administration capacity and 
transparency of public institutions regarding 
the implementation of the Aarhus Convention 
in Albania, in the 13 years-period after its 
ratification by the Parliament. The project will 
provide an analysis of the implementation 
progress and description of the problems in 
this regard, as well as policy recommendations 
for implementation of the Aarhus Convention.  
 
Klodjan Seferaj 
Promote Participatory Evidence-based 
Policy Making on Crime and Confidence: 
The Benefits of Trust 
The goal of the project is to promote 
participatory evidence-based policymaking on 
justice system in order to trigger better 
legislation and policy implementation in place. 
The research will propose an analysis of the 
actual methods and test the use of a 
standardized system of scientific indicators that 

will measure confidence in criminal justice and 
public feeling of security. 
 
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA 
Association for Research and Political 
Studies  
Strengthening the Capacity of the 
Constitutional Court of BiH: Improving 
Decision Implementation and Enforcement 
The project will analyze the performance and 
obstacles to the work of the Constitutional 
Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The aim of 
the project is to collect specialized 
recommendations for more effective work in 
the future and to enable a bigger role of the 
Court in the process of democratization and 
integration.  
 
Center for Research and Development  
Social Services and Public Private 
Partnerships: The role of NGOs 
The research is focused around the potential 
role that the civil society sector may take in 
providing services to the poor, vulnerable and 
marginalized groups through the public private 
partnership modality. The research will analyse 
which services in the area of social inclusion 
can be provided by the CSOs. In this regard, 
the project will identify gaps and barriers for 
successful implementation of public-private 
partnerships with the CS sector, identify priority 
social sectors within which CSOs can provide 
services, and provide recommendations.  



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                      

 
Emina Ćosić and Adnan Ovčina 
Foreign Earned Diploma Holders in Public 
Administration 
The project will provide a review on merit 
based employment in the civil service, 
specifically in achieving professional public 
administration and it will address the issue of 
Discrimination, with regard to foreign diploma 
(education or professional diploma) holders, 
who are administratively placed at 
a disadvantaged compared to those who 
obtained the diploma domestically. The 
research aims to identify the current gaps with 
respect to enable equal access to public 
administration positions for all qualified 
individuals. 
 
Humanitarian Organization Partner 
Implementation of Disability Policy in BiH: 
Analysis and Recommendations 
The project will analyze the implementation of 
the disability policy in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
in order to determine in what extent the policy 
is used by the stakeholders in the country and 
what are the results of its implementation, five 
years after it was adopted. The project will 
provide an insight about how much progress 
was (or wasn’t) made in this area and will 
analyze if the circumstances and status of the 
person with disabilities has changed as a 
result of implementation of the Policy. Progress 
will be measured in the area of education, 

health and social protection, employment, 
family life and status of organizations of 
persons with disabilities.  
 
KOSOVO 
Kosovo Center for Security Studies  
Minority Inclusion in Kosovo Security 
Sector Institutions 
This project focuses on reviewing the legal and 
practical challenges and obligations of the 
Kosovo security sector Institutions on inclusion 
and representation of the ethnic minorities in 
security institutions. This project looks 
specifically at conditions of recruitment, 
internal regulations from the human rights 
perspective specifically looking at the 
language, and how is that regulated in the 
context of rights of the armed personnel and 
human rights.  
 
Center for Research, Documentation and 
Publication 
High School Dropout and Domestic 
Violence among Young Males of Families of 
Victims and Missing Persons during 1999 
Conflict 
The aim of the project is to provide 
comprehensive picture of the life of families of 
victims and missing persons, focusing on 
domestic violence and high school dropout 
levels. The objective of the project is to raise 
awareness about the grave conditions of these 
families, to encourage stakeholders in 

development and institution-building to put 
more emphasis on categories of population 
that live in the edge of existence, and to help 
relevant stakeholders design appropriate 
programs and services. 
 
MACEDONIA 
Institute for Democracy “Societas Civilis”  
Local Language Policies for Non-majority 
Communities. Tools for More Effective Use  
This research project targets the problems of 
implementation of local language policies for 
non-majority communities in local self-
government units (LSGUs) in Macedonia. The 
goal of the project is to inform the decision-
making and policy-making bodies of the 
LSGUs on the policy choices regarding local 
language policies and to advocate more 
efficient implementation. 
 
Citizens’ Association Front 21-42 
How Much Polluters Really Pay in 
Macedonia?” Research of the 
Implementation and Enforcement of the 
Law on Environment Articles, in Relation to 
Enforcement of the Principle for Polluter 
Payments in Macedonia 
The project will analyze and revise the 
polluters’ payments made on the basis of the 
Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control 
Directive and the Environmental Liability 
Directive in the last two years. In this regard, 
all payments are going to be analyzed, along 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                      

with the issues of public access to this 
information and transparency of records. The 
project will also provide comparative analyses 
of the obtained funds against the 
environmental investments.  
 
Center for Economic Analyses 
Good Governance through Better Fiscal 
Transparency 
The aim of the project is to work and improve 
the fiscal and budget transparency in 
Macedonia, following the facts established in 
the Commission's report on the incident in the 
Parliament on 24 December 2012 and the drop 
of index of the country according the Open 
Budget Initiative. The project will provide an 
overview of the report and recommendations 
on how to implement the recommendations 
from the report related to the fiscal 
transparency and the budget process. The 
overall objective of the project is to enhance 
economic growth and development, and to 
open the way towards bigger transparency and 
accountability of the Government.  
 
NGO Roma Resource Center 
Restricted Opportunities: Choice or 
Imposition 
The project focuses on identifying the causes 
for high enrollment rate of Roma children in 
primary schools for children with special 
needs. The aim is to determine the causes of 
the problem and assess the impact of 

proposed interventions. The research will 
contribute to understanding the scope of the 
problem and will propose recommendations on 
resolving the problem with engagement of the 
Government institutions and the civil society. 
Moreover, the project will determine the 
attitudes and motivations of the parents for 
enrolling their children in special schools and 
propose further actions in this regard. 
 
Analytica  
Energy and Security Sector Governance in 
Macedonia: How to Improve its 
Effectiveness? 

The project aims to analyze energy and 
security sector governance in Macedonia by 
focusing on the sectors’ institutions’ efficiency 
in order to draft recommendations for its 
improvement by drawing lessons from positive 
Slovak examples, a newer EU and NATO 
member and former communist country which 
has noted good development in the mentioned 
two sectors. The project’s overall aim is to 
contribute to better application of the good 
governance principles in the two sectors in 
Macedonia. 
 
Metamorphosis 
Increasing Use of Governmental Websites 
as Tools for Transparency, Accountability 
and e-Participation 

The project will examine the current level of 
use of governmental websites at municipal and 

state level (.gov.mk websites) in the areas of 
transparency, accountability and e-
participation in decision making, and provide 
recommendations on how to overcome the 
obstacles that prevent realizing the full 
potential of new technologies in these areas.   
 
MONTENEGRO 
Centre for Civic Education 
Through Inspection against the Corruption 
The objective of the project  is to contribute to 
the increase of public trust in the criminal 
justice sector through implementation of 
effective watchdog activities to track the 
government responses to reports of illegal 
activity and corruption. In specific, the project 
aims to monitor the activities and enhance 
capacities of the Administration for Inspection 
Affairs as first and citizens’ closest instrument 
to tackle corruption and misconduct in public 
institution in Montenegro. 
 
Center for Civic Freedoms 
Fostering Judicial Reform: Advocating 
Policy Solutions to Effective Legal 
Remedies 
This project looks at the implementation of 
judicial remedies (in particular the 
constitutional appeal) in practice and the 
competitive relations between the 
Constitutional Court of Montenegro and regular 
courts, primarily the Supreme Court. The 
project will assess key factors affecting the 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                      

effectiveness, admissibility and accessibility of 
national judicial remedies, but also explore 
inter-sections between competitive authorities 
within constitutional and legislative 
frameworks.  
 
Institute Alternative 
Towards better Regulation of Public-Private 
Partnerships and Concessions in 
Montenegro 
The aim of this project is to encourage public 
debate and raise public awareness about the 
problems that exist in the regulation of public-
private partnerships and concessions. On the 
basis of comparative experiences, and 
analysis of the existing legislation in the 
country and the countries of the European 
Union, the project will offer solutions in the 
direction of better regulation of the legal and 
institutional framework in this area. 

SOS Telephone for Women and Children 
Victims of Violence Podgorica 
Analysis of the Institutional and 
Administrative Capacity and Transparency 
of Work of Public Institutions Relevant for 
the Prevention and Protection from Family 
Violence.  
The purpose of this project is to analyze the 
institutional and administrative capacity and 
transparency of work of public institutions 
relevant for the implementation of the Protocol 

on the treatment, prevention and protection 
from family violence in Montenegro. 
 
SERBIA 
Mikro Art 
Towards Transparent Urban Development 
Process 
The project will address the urban 
development procedure in Serbia and the 
practice for enacting or altering special and 
regulation plans and urban projects, which are 
considered as nontransparent procedures. The 
aim of the project is to respond to this problem 
and to contribute to improvement of urban 
development process in Serbia by 
strengthening the capacity of CSOs for 
advocating for more transparent and 
participatory urban development policies and 
practice. 
 


