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European Parliament Elections 22-25 May 2014 

 

 

 

European Parliament (EP) Elections will be held on 22-25 May, 2014. The 2014 EP Elections provides a 
chance for citizens of the 28 EU member states (MS) to elect their representatives to the EP for 2014-
2019. It is the first EP Election held under the Lisbon Treaty. The Lisbon Treaty creates expectations 
because it provides an enhanced role for citizens as political actors in the EU and strengthens the powers 
of the EP (e.g. allows MEPs to have the last word on international agreements), consolidating its role as 
co-legislator and giving it an additional responsibility: the election of the president of the Commission. This 
gives an opportunity for the EP to use its new powers under the Lisbon treaty to shape the new 
Commission.  

What is at stake? 

Closer to the EP Elections, the issue at stake is how the European leaders should deal with the crises in 
the Eurozone (Cuts in public spending in Eurozone member states; whether austerity measures should be 
applied or not to fight against the Eurozone crisis) and the Plans for the further political and economic 
integration in Europe. The EU Summit held on 27-28 June, 2013 was mainly devoted to youth 
employment, strengthening competitiveness, growth and jobs, and completing the economic and 
monetary union.1 For the first time, a large majority of the Parliament (EPP, S&D, ALDE and Greens) 
came forward with a common strategy on strengthened economic governance and a more ambitious 
Europe 2020.  

Serious issues in front of the next Parliament are influencing the character of the Commission, the pace 
and depth of integration, the size and shape of the budget, and the size, indeed, of Union membership.2 
The next European parliament will "elect" the next commission president and his or her manifesto for the 
future of the EU. The nomination of presidential candidates will trigger a series of positive dynamics and 
will generate unprecedented public interest for the 2014 European elections.  

How does the Enlargement Policy figure in Political  Groups´ Policies/Campaigns in the EP? 

The hard campaigning period will start in January 2014. The current positions of the Political Groups in the 
EP about the ´enlargement´ are the following:  

• EPP considers the enlargement process as a success story in general. However, the membership 
process should depend on strict conditionality where countries are judged based on their own 
performance (performance element) and the Copenhagen criteria should be strictly adhered to 
including the EU's absorption capacity.  

• S&D:  EU enlargement and integration with European neighbors remains a strong and credible EU 
policy with the rule of law at its center. Despite the financial crisis and negative populist 

                                                           
1
 Considering the alarmingly high number of unemployed young Europeans, EU leaders agreed on a comprehensive approach to combat youth 

unemployment, building on the following measures: 

• speeding up and frontloading of the Youth Employment Initiative, scaled up to €8 billion 

• speeding up implementation of the Youth Guarantee 

• increased youth mobility, and 

• involvement of the social partners 
2
 http://www.euractiv.com/future-eu/meps-demand-moving-eu-elections-news-516221  
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campaigns, the S&Ds remains strongly in favor of the EU's enlargement to include the Western 
Balkans, Turkey and Iceland.  

• ALDE  separates Turkey´s EU Accession from Western Balkan countries´ accession to the EU. In 
general, ALDE is convinced that the EU's current problems should in no way adversely affect the 
European integration of the Western Balkans. For the case of Turkey, press freedom and freedom 
of expression is indispensable preconditions for Turkey to join the European Union. ALDE is very 
concerned about the deterioration of human rights and the lack of progress on democratic reforms 
in Turkey.  

• The Greens/EFA  agree with the general line taken by the Commission, whilst urging EU member 
states not to succumb to enlargement fatigue amid the economic and political crisis within the EU. 
However, the accession criteria must be strictly monitored. After the current events in Turkey 
(Gezi Park Protests and Police violence) there is a need to restore the spirit of compromise. 

• European United Left- Nordic Green Left: If Turkey is honest about its interest in opening 
chapters and in making progress in the accession process, it must promote democracy, 
implement reforms, and reinforce human rights. But there can be no democracy in Turkey without 
respecting the rights of the minorities, without a solution to the Kurdish issue, and without 
restoring the fundamental rights of all Cypriots. GUE/NGL has waited long to give its position in 
the Western Balkans. The group is not completely against the enlargement; however, they 
support a strict negotiation phase with these countries.  

• Europe of Freedom and Democracy Group:  Neither geographically nor in terms of values and 
politics is Turkey eligible to join the EU. The Turkish accession process is a huge mistake for 
Europeans.  

What is new? 

Election of the Commission President by EP 

The Lisbon Treaty provides that the EP shall elect the Commission president on the basis of a proposal 
made by the European Council, taking into account the European elections (Article 17.7 TEU). For the first 
time, in EP Elections 2014, European citizens will be able to choose the president of the European 
Commission. Currently, the main European parties are planning to propose candidates for this job. The 
nomination of party candidates will boost the name recognition and the programme led by each political 
camp.  

It is likely that the candidate from the largest party in the new parliament will be elected as the next 
commission president. EPP and S&D candidates are seen as the ones who have the biggest chance to 
secure the support of the necessary absolute majority in Parliament. As regards to how to tackle the 
Eurozone crisis, EPP is in favor of maintaining austerity policies, whereas the S&D strongly opposes this.  

EU MS´s Seats in the EP 

With the accession of Croatia to the EU, there has been parliamentary consent for the re-distribution of 12 
EU MS seats in the EP to make room for the Croatian MEPs and comply with the 751 seat limit set by the 
Lisbon Treaty in line with the principle of degressive proportionality.3 The redistribution was formally 
adopted at the 27-28 June summit in 2013.  

What to expect for EP Elections?  

The chance of influencing EU Policies is greater through EP Elections than the national elections. In the 
2014 EP election, EU citizens will have the choice of limiting austerity, by casting their votes for MEPs 
from national parties in PES, or supporting the continuation of current austerity policies by voting for MEPs 
from national parties in the EPP. Or they can vote for Eurosceptic parties/movements. A significant bloc of 
Eurosceptic MEPs after the 2014 elections is expected.  

                                                           
3
 According to the TEU, the numbers of Members of the EP can´t exceed seven hundred and fifty (750), plus the President (+1). 
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The leader of ALDE points out that if the two main parties lose ground in the May 2014 elections and they 
get fewer than the 62% of the MEPs, or they are so close that they cannot guarantee a majority, politicians 
will face a more fractured EP, leading to “chaos”. 4 The fundamental question is whether the young voters 
will give their support to the traditional blocs (EPP, ALDE, or S&D) or instead lean towards anti-EU parties 
such as Britain's UKIP or Finland's True Finns. 

Top priority for the Political Groups in the EP for  the campaign before 2014 EP Elections 

Many European as well as national political parties are already preparing and deciding on their election 
manifestos for the next European elections as well as selecting their candidates. The more active election 
campaign period is expected to start in January 2014. Currently, the parties are preparing the timetable for 
the European Election. The timeframe would allow candidates to campaign for at least three months 
before the May elections.5  

Have EU-Level CSO Networks already published platfo rms for the 2014 EP Elections?  

Now there is the opportunity for CSOs to make sure that the issues that they advocate for are included 
and addressed adequately in the election manifestos. Many development NGOs and NDGO platforms are 
trying to influence the European policies at the moment. At the European level, a European Parliament 
Elections Task Force has been established at CONCORD to jointly convey the European development 
NGOs’ messages to European politicians, citizens, and the media.6 (CONCORD’s European Parliament 
Election Task Force). There is no Online Platform in SOLIDAR created for the EP Elections for 2014 yet. 
http://www.solidar.org/ 

There are Online Platforms which are under construction for mobilizing European Youth to vote in the 
2014 EP Elections. OneEurope has an initiative for online voting before the Elections and to debate voting 
for the EP (´Debating Europe Vote 2014´). The link is here: http://www.debatingeurope.eu/vote2014/  
 
EUNET has a blog-project for and with First Time Voters for the European elections 2014 which is the 
following: http://www.european-net.org/projects/first-time-voters/  
 
Mid 2013 European Greens will launch an online platform under the name of ¨The League of Young 
Voters¨ to mobilize young people in elections. Here is the link: 
http://europeangreens.eu/sites/europeangreens.eu/files/news/files/Overview%20-
%20League%20of%20Young%20Voters%20in%20Europe.pdf  
 
Here you can reach the European Youth Forum: http://www.youthforum.org/youngvoters/  
 
The EU CSO Contact Group had an EP Elections Toolkit in 2009. Probably this year they will launch a 
similar toolkit for the 2014 Elections. The following link could be checked in Nov/Dec.  
http://www.act4europe.org/code/en/materials.asp?Page=262&menuPage=262  
 

*The background paper has been prepared by Lale Azak, Advocacy and Lobbying Intern at BCSDN under 
the OSI TTF Young Professional Development Program. 

                                                           
4
 http://www.euractiv.com/future-eu/liberal-party-leader-spells-conc-news-519601  

5
 http://www.euractiv.com/future-eu/liberal-party-leader-spells-conc-news-519601  

6
 http://www.trialog-information-service.blogspot.co.at/2013/06/looking-ahead-european-parliament.html  
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